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only wait till I have settled your future (in such a way as
your father, upon whom there are so many claims, could not
possibly manage), there will be time enough afterwards to
disclose the story of your birth/

Though he did not say in so many words that he would
far rather have kept her for himself, he more than once
came perilously near to hinting something of the kind. Such
indiscretions she either misunderstood or ignored. This
piqued him; but he enjoyed the visit and was quite un-
happy when he discovered that it was high time for him
to go back to his own quarters. Before he left she reminded
him, in guarded language, of his promise to tell her real
father what had become of her. He felt at this more
conscience-stricken than he need have done. For in her
heart of hearts Tamakatsura was by no means in a hurry
to leave the New Palace. She would have been glad to
have the inevitable introduction to her real parent safely
behind her, chiefly because the prospect of it destroyed her
peace of mind. However kind her father might be, it was
impossible that he should take more trouble about her
than Prince Genji was doing; indeed, To no Chujo, not
having once set eyes on her since she was a mere infant,
might well have ceased to take any interest in her whatever.
She had lately been reading a number of old romances and
had come across many accounts of cases very similar to
her own. She began to see that it was a delicate matter
for a child to force itself upon the attention of a parent who
had done his best to forget that it existed, and she abandoned
all idea of taking the business into her own hands. ^

Genji arrived at Murasaki's rooms full of enthusiasm
for the lady whom he had just been visiting: ' What a
surprising and delightful creature this Tamakatsura is! *
he exclaimed. ' Her mother, with whom I was so intimate
years ago, had almost too grave and earnest a character.